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Provo’s future temple
evokes memories 

of tabernacle’s past
B y  S P E N C E R  N G A T U V A I

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland will preside at the 
groundbreaking for the Provo City Center 
Temple on Saturday. The new temple will be 
built on the site where the Provo Tabernacle 
once stood.

The groundbreaking for the new temple is 
scheduled for May 12 at 9 a.m. Tickets are re-
quired to attend the ceremony and are avail-
able from LDS ecclesiastical leaders in the 
temple’s new district. The ceremony will also 
be broadcast to stake centers around Provo.

People who are new to the Provo area often 
drive by the corner of Center Street and Uni-

versity Avenue where they can see the burnt 
remains of the building’s framework, without 
knowing the majesty and grandeur of the Pro-
vo Tabernacle and its rich history.

In 1881, plans were fi rst made to erect a new, 
larger tabernacle because the LDS community 
was outgrowing their old meeting house. The 
projected cost was $50,000 with a two-year plan 
to build.

Construction of the Provo Tabernacle began 
in 1883 and was completed three years later. 
The building wasn’t dedicated until nearly 
12 years after its completion on Dec. 8, 1898, 
by President George Q. Cannon, of the LDS 
Church First Presidency. Before the tabernacle 
burned down on Dec. 17, 2010, it was used for 
many civic events, choir performances, gradu-
ations and worship services.

Provo city Mayor John Curtis 
said he feels the tabernacle was a 
place which bound the community 
together—a lasting piece of history 
that seemed to be an important part 
of the city.

See TEMPLE on Page 5

Utah’s democracy vacation
B y  C H A R L E S  B E A C H A M

I
n 1968, Utah had the highest voter 
turnout in the nation with 78.6 per-
cent of registered voters partici-
pating in that year’s presidential 

election. In 2008, just 40 years later, 
the Beehive state was next to last, with 
only 50.5 percent of eligible citizens 
casting ballots.

Where once Utah was known across 
the nation as a model 
of high voter partici-
pation, it now seems 
polling locations have 
become relics of the 
past.

Richard Davis, 
professor of political 
science at BYU, said 
the main reason for 
low voter participa-
tion is likely because 
of a lack of political 
competition.

“In 1968, Utah 
was No. 1 in voter 
turnout,” Davis said. 
“Since then, Utah has 
become a one party 
state.”

According to the most recent party 
affi liation statistics, more than 699,000 
Utah voters affi liated themselves with 
the Republican Party, while less than 
164,000 voters identifi ed themselves as 
Democrats.

This one-sided political environ-
ment is nothing new in Utah. In the 
years since 1976, Utah has only voted 
for Republican presidential candi-
dates.

“It is diffi cult to motivate voters 
when they know the outcome of the 
election,” Davis said, adding this 
downward trend in voting isn’t neces-
sarily national.

Many states have experienced 
marked increases in turnout, but Utah 
continues to decline. Between 2004 

and 2008, Utah was one of 12 states that 
decreased in voter turnout.

“As most states have increased turn-
out in presidential elections, Utah has 
not,” Davis said. “We may see a tem-
porary increase in Utah in 2012 with 
high interest in Mitt Romney, but that 
won’t solve the underlying problem of 
lack of competitiveness.”

A possible cause of this one-sided 
party system in Utah could be the re-
ligious conservatism many associate 
with LDS culture. Stephen Mickelsen, 

a native of Kenne-
wick, Wash., has been 
a Utah resident for al-
most three years and 
is still trying to fi nd 
his place in Utah’s po-
litical conversation. 
Mickelsen said he 
feels lack of compe-
tition is driven by a 
perception that says 
Latter-day Saints are 
conservative.

“It’s almost as if 
LDS culture, not the 
Church, but the cul-
ture, has perpetuated 
this idea that being a 
conservative Repub-
lican is the only way 

to go,” Mickelsen said. “As someone 
with liberal views it’s easy to feel os-
tracized for thinking differently.”

Though not affi liated with any po-
litical party, The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints has always 
encouraged its members to be active 
in the political process. In March, 
the First Presidency of the Church 
released a letter urging its members 
to attend a precinct caucus meeting of 
their choice.

“We are concerned with the de-
creasing attendance at these caucus 
meetings in Utah in recent years,” the 
letter read. “Principles compatible 
with the gospel may be found in the

See DEMOCRACY on Page 3

Tabernacle 
history
1885
Memorial services held 
honoring U.S. President 
Ulysses S. Grant.
1886/1887
Annual General Conference 
sessions held in Provo.
1898
Dedicated by LDS Church 
President George Q. Cannon 
dedicated the tabernacle.
1908
U.S. President William Howard 
Taft spoke.
1917
Center tower removed and 
stained glass windows 
installed.
1975
Remodeled building placed 
on U.S. National Register of 
Historic Places.
2010
Fire destroyed roof and 
interior.

1960 1964 1968 1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008

Rendering courtesy LDS Church
The groundbreaking for the Provo City Center temple is Saturday, May 12 at 9 a.m. Tickets are required to 
attend, and the ceremony will be broadcast to Provo stake centers.
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”In 1968, Utah was No. 1 
in voter turnout. Since 

then, Utah has become a 
one party state. ”

Richard Davis
BYU political science professor

Sources: utah.com and Douglas Smoot

Utah voter turnout in presidential elections

Source: Office of the Lieutenant Governor

TUESDAY | 5/8
��True Blue Tuesday
��National Teacher’s Day
��University 
Devotional: 
11:05 a.m. de 
Jong Concert 
Hall (HFAC) 
John Hoffman, 
Family, Home 
and Social 
Sciences. 

WEDNESDAY | 5/9
��Free Blood Pressure Checks, NOON-
2 p.m. WSC Terrace, Sponsored by the 
College of Nursing.

THURSDAY | 5/10
��eBay Class, 7 p.m. Provo City Library 
Computer Lab, unvr.se/IrNWxn
��“The Euro Crisis and Beyond: What 
Does it Mean for the U.S.?” 3 p.m.  
238 HRCB, Antonio de Lecea, minister 
and principal advisor for European and 
Financial Affairs at the Delegation of 
the EU to the U.S., unvr.se/JYF2eA

FRIDAY | 5/11
��Salt Lake Evening with Friends, 7 p.m. 
BYU Salt Lake Center, Free, Must register 
in advance online: unvr.se/IyVdzk
��“Follow His Light” Exhibit Opening 
Weekend, 10 a.m.- 8 p.m. Thanksgiving 
Point Gardens, Admission: $10. 
unvr.se/IPanuT

SATURDAY | 5/12
��Provo City Center Temple 
Groundbreaking, 9 a.m. Elder 
Jeffrey R. Holland will be presiding. 
Groundbreaking will be broadcast to 

stake centers in the area.
��Utah Valley Convention Center Grand 
Opening, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 220 W. Center 
St., Provo. unvr.se/KA6hI7
��Provo 
Children’s 
Book 
Festival, 
NOON- 
4 p.m. 
Provo City Academy Square Library, 
Free. unvr.se/JjyXpl
��46th Annual Art Ball: “Through the 
Looking Glass,” 6:30 – 10:30 p.m. 

Springville Museum of Art, Tickets: 
$35 in advance or $45 at the door. 
unvr.se/IPAurP

SUNDAY | 5/13
��Mother’s Day

MONDAY | 5/14
��“Family Night on the Farm,” 5 p.m.
Thanksgiving Point, Admission: $5. 
unvr.se/Ips85F
��Vibe Performing Arts, 6 p.m. Covey 
Center for the Arts, Free. unvr.se/J1yVDo
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NEXT: DiSTINGUISHED FACULTY LECTURE

This devotional will also be broadcast in the JSB Auditorium and F201 HFAC.

TODAY
UNIVERSITY DEVOTIONAL

Tuesday, May 8, 11:05 a.m.,  

de Jong Concert Hall

 John Hoffmann is a professor 
of sociology and was recently 
appointed as chair of BYU’s 
Department of Sociology. Over 
the previous two years he 
served as an associate dean in 
the College of Family, Home, 
and Social Sciences.
 John came to BYU in 1999. 
He was baptized a member of 
the LDS Church in Sapporo, 
Japan, a year earlier. Born in 
Chicago and raised in Arlington, 
Virginia, he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in political science from 
James Madison University, a 
master’s degree in justice stud-

ies from American University, 
a PhD in criminology from the 
State University of New York at 
Albany, and a master’s of  public 
health degree from Emory 
University.
 His areas of research include 
the causes and consequences of 
juvenile delinquency and illegal 
drug use and the sociology of 
religion. His primary teaching 
responsibilities involve applied 
statistics for the social sciences.
 John and his wife, Lynn 
Macdonald Hoffmann, are the 
parents of four boys, two of whom 
are BYU students.

John P. Hoffmann

Professor of Sociology

Rulon Pope
Professor of Economics

Selected speeches available at http://speeches.byu.edu

May 15, 11:05 a.m.
de Jong Concert Hall

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND.

999 E 450 N · O!  ce 801-371-6500 · sparksapts.com

   
$115

Spring/Summer 2012

 
$264

Fall 2012/Winter 2013

Free high-speed Internet · Free cable TV · Evaporative coolers
Dishwasher · Microwave ovens · Laundry facilities

Heated pool & spa · Lounge with patio · Close to bus stop

Summer’sbetter witha pool!

B y  K A T E  B E N N I O N

The upcoming Senate race is 
attracting significant attention 
as state, national and local par-
ties get involved.

Students are campaigning 
on both sides — some as elect-
ed delegates that represented 
their precincts at the state con-
vention in April.

Andrew Bates, a junior in 
business management, began 
volunteering for Republican 
Sen. Orrin Hatch’s campaign 
in January.

“It’s been an intense race be-
cause people have intense feel-
ings about what’s happening in 
the country right now,” Bates 
said. “It’s been an interesting 
race because a lot more people 
are involved. Normally young 
people don’t care too much 
about this, but I have seen a lot 
of student involvement.”

In addition to incumbent 
Hatch, former Republican 
state Sen. Dan Liljenquist, 
has attracted fans on campus. 
A BYU Facebook group, “Stu-
dents Stand with Dan,” has 
more than 200 members.

Matthew Behunin, BYU Re-
publicans’ digital media chair 
for Winter 2012, said he volun-
teers for the Liljenquist cam-
paign.

“[I can see this as] old ver-
sus new,” Behunin said. “Dan 
is 37, Hatch is 77. Dan was in 
the state senate for three years, 
Sen. Hatch has been there for 
35 years … I really think he 
[Liljenquist] can help fix the 
economy and fix some of the 
financial problems especially 
that we’re facing right now.”

Bates attributes student in-
volvement to a can-do attitude.

“There’s a lot of passion and 
feeling, students are recog-
nizing that we can shape the 
way that our country goes and 
they want to be a part of that,” 
Bates said. “They want to get 
involved and do whatever they 
can.”

Evelyn Call, communica-
tions director for the Hatch 
campaign, attributes the media 
spotlight to recent history.

“I think it has something to 
do with Sen. Bennett’s cam-
paign in 2010, being not elected 
through the convention,” Call 
said.

Two years ago, incumbent 
Sen. Bob Bennett surprised 
Utahns by losing the Republi-
can candidacy.

“Sen. Hatch said, you know, I 
probably need to start my cam-
paign a little bit earlier and put 
together a larger staff to make 
sure that doesn’t occur in the 
2012 election,” Call said.

Utah’s Senate race is also 
contested because, if re-elect-
ed, Hatch’s seniority puts him 

in a position to become chair of 
the Senate Finance Committee. 

Presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney has released a state-
ment endorsing Hatch, used in 
a Hatch campaign video, say-
ing Hatch’s leadership of the 
committee, would be “critical” 
in achieving Romney’s eco-
nomic objectives.

A political action committee 
and two super PACs, Freedom-
Works and Freedom Path, are 
contributing to the fray.

Both candidates, as well 
as the public, have expressed 
frustration at times about the 
negative external advertising 
coming from the super PACs.

“There’s a lot of outside in-
terest in this race,” Liljenquist 
said at a recent town hall meet-
ing in Provo. “I think I was the 
most damaged by this. I don’t 
have millions of dollars to go 
on the air to defend myself. 
FreedomWorks came in and 
FreedomPath came in on the 
other side.”

Call said the problem starts 
in the party’s inability to have 
a say in the advertising.

“To be honest, we would have 
been happy with no outside in-
terests coming in,” Call said. 
“The problem is you can’t con-
trol that message. By law there 
is no coordination between our 
campaign and their organiza-
tion, so they control the mes-
sage. Sometimes it can be frus-
trating.”

Utahns weigh in on senate candidates

Utah senate race draws 
nationwide attention

Continued from Page 1

“Principles compatible with 
the gospel may be found in the 
platforms of the various politi-
cal parties.”

Lack of political diversity 
isn’t the only factor contribut-
ing to Utah’s low voter turn-
out. Most political scientists 
agree young voters are the 
most politically inactive de-
mographic, and the Beehive 
State isn’t lacking in young 
people.

In 2010, the Census Bureau 
reported Utah as the young-
est population in the nation. 
In that year, 16.5 percent of 
Utah’s population fell between 
the ages of 20 and 29, with a 
median age of 29.2 years.

When compared with other 
age groups, young adults be-
tween 18 and 24 were well be-
low the curve in turnout, fall-
ing nearly 20 percent behind 
voters between the ages 25 
and 44. Utah citizens between 
45 and 64 years of age regis-
tered at a rate of 67.7 percent. 
Of those who registered, 63.6 
percent actually voted.

Hadley Jarvis, a senior at 
BYU from Alpine, was eligible 
to vote in the 2010 midterm 
election, but never registered. 
Jarvis said she has no plans 
for voting in this year’s elec-
tion either.

“It’s not that I don’t want 
to, or that I don’t care,” Jarvis 
said. “I just don’t know enough 
about what’s going on.”

Jarvis isn’t alone in feeling 
unprepared, many young vot-
ers feel they aren’t equipped to 
make political decisions, but 
statistics show most simply 
aren’t interested.

According to a U.S. Census 
Bureau report entitled “Vot-
ing and Registration in the 

Election of November 2008,” 
48.5 percent of 18 to 24 year 
olds who were not registered 
to vote reported being either 
disinterested in the election 
or in politics in general. The 
same report showed 21 percent 
of registered nonvoters said 
they were simply too busy.

Matthew Shaw, a junior 
from Helena, Mont., started 
studying at BYU in 2008 and 
said registering to vote in 
Utah is simply an inconve-
nience.

“My family lives in Mon-
tana, so that’s where I claim 
residence,” Shaw said. “It’s 
a hassle to have to get a new 
driver’s license and change 
my permanent 
address every 
time I move.”

Whether low 
turnout is 
an issue of 
age, apathy, 
ignorance or 
competitive-
ness is un-
clear, but the 
government 
i s  t a k i n g 
steps to im-
prove voter 
turnout.

In the 2011 
m u n i c i p a l 
e l e c t i o n , 
Provo had 
the lowest 
turnout in 
Utah County when compared 
with other cities that reported 
voter registration statistics.

Provo Mayor John Curtis 
said these elections are im-
portant because municipal 
leaders impact residents in 
a greater way than state and 
federal officers.

“We are a very civic-minded 
people, but it doesn’t translate 
to voting,” Curtis said, adding 
the city is using several tools 
to improve voter turnout.

“Provo has used social me-
dia to try and spread informa-
tion about voting times and 
locations,” Curtis said. “We 
have a web site that gives vot-

ing location, elected officials, 
precinct boundaries and other 
important voting informa-
tion.”

In 2009, in an effort to im-
prove turnout throughout 
the state, former Gov. Jon 
Huntsman Jr. established 
the Governor’s Commission 
on Strengthening Utah’s De-
mocracy. This commission, 
comprised of Utah politi-
cians and public servants, 
was charged with studying 
Utah’s political atmosphere 
and recommending initia-
tives that could improve vot-
er turnout. Some of those rec-
ommendations are already 
being enacted.

T h e  s t at e 
has made leaps 
and bounds in 
improving the 

voter regis-
tration pro-
cess. Citizens 
are now able 
to register to 
vote online at 
vote.utah.gov. 
This website 
makes it easy 
for citizens 
to register 
for absentee 
voting and 
learn more 
about voting 
in Utah.

T h e  i s -
sue of Utah’s 

low voter turnout will not be 
solved over night, it will take 
time and effort to encourage 
voters to return to the polls, 
but Jeremy Pope, professor of 
political science at BYU, said 
he believes lower turnout 
could mean voters are rela-
tively satisfied with how the 
government is running.

“I don’t mean that we 
should never worry about low 
turnout,” Pope said, adding 
low turnout is a complex is-
sue. “High turnout is not an 
unambiguously good thing; 
low turnout is not necessarily 
a reason to fear for the safety 
of the republic.”

B y  M E R E D I T H  F R A N C O M

For some, seeing the dif-
ferences between Republican 
candidates is like choosing be-
tween shades of gray.

For Jeff Strain, a local pre-
cinct chair, this year’s prima-
ry election was unique because 
so many great people were run-
ning.

“The candidate pool going 
into this election is much bet-
ter than it has been in years 
past,” Strain said. “I like 
choosing between the best of 
the best.”

Strain said he voted for for-
mer state Sen. Dan Liljenquist 
at the state convention, not 
because he doesn’t support Re-
publican Sen. Orrin Hatch, but 
because there were so many 
good candidates that it was 
time for a race.

“Hatch has not had a pri-
mary for 30 years,” Strain 
said. “To be in office this long 
and not be so tainted that you 
get called home is an achieve-
ment.”

Evelyn Call, communica-
tions director for the Hatch 
campaign, said Hatch’s longev-
ity will enable him to make the 
changes needed to turn the na-
tion around as head of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee.

“[Hatch] is the only candi-
date in this race who is in a po-
sition to actually achieve the 
response this country needs to 
get back on track,” Call said.

Strain, who has been highly 
involved in politics for years, 
said he thinks seniority can 
make representatives out of 
touch with their state, but 
Liljenquist’s experience as a 
state senator will be an asset 

to serving in the U.S. Senate.
“Liljenquist is energetic,” 

Strain said. “He has been good 
at consensus building within 
his own party and he priori-
tizes well.”

Holly Richardson, manager 
for the Liljenquist campaign, 
said his record as a State Sena-
tor speaks for itself.

“It’s time to trade out for 
someone with fresh ideas and a 
way to get there — not just talk-
ing points,” Richardson said.

Strain said Hatch isn’t as 
crisp as he once was.

“He is 78 years old,” Strain 
said. “He is slowing down.”

But as for the primary elec-
tion, Strain says he hasn’t 
made up his mind yet.

“I’m still considering both 
options. A lot depends on the 
time frame that I think we 
need to have the best candi-
date there,” Strain said. “If 
it’s the next two years, I’ll vote 
for Hatch. If it’s the next four 
years, I don’t know which one 
I’ll vote for. If it’s the next six 
years, then I’ll probably vote 
for Liljenquist.”

In the 2011 municipal 
election, Provo had the 
lowest turnout in Utah 

County, when compared 
with other cities 

that reported voter 
registration statistics.

Associated Press 
U.S. Sen. Orrin Hatch (left) and former state Sen. Dan Liljenquist (right) both addressed delegates at the 
Utah Republican Convention, on Saturday, April 21 in Sandy.
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Turnout at Utah 
polls dwindles
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