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Marquette up next for BYU
after epic comeback victory

By SCOTT HANSEN

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — After an unbelievable
record-setting comeback victory Tuesday night
against Iona, the 14-seed BYU men’s basketball
team has to shift its focus from celebration to con-
centration as the Cougars will take on No. 3 seed
Marquette today at the KFC Yum Center.

The Cougars(26-8) will need to push the tempo
and play intense defense if they are to move past
the Big East opponent into the third round of the
NCAA Tournament. The win against the Gaels
gives the Cougars their third straight season with
a tournament victory, and they look to continue
that success.

“All of us are excited to be here,” junior forward
Brandon Davies said. “We’re excited for a chance
to play another game and do our best to get another
win.”

On paper, BYU has the statistical edge in almost
every category. The Cougars have a slight edge in
shooting percentages, rebounding and blocks. The
strength of both teams is in sharing the ball, with

See MARQUETTE on Page 4

Understanding the madness:
how to organize the brackets

By KARISSA URRY

Sixty-eight teams participating in 65 basketball
games in 20 days have even the biggest sports junk-
ies openly acknowledging the NCAA Tournament
as “madness.”

Sports fans, such as Nick Walter, studying infor-
mation systems, love being able to watch so much
basketball in so little time. And like so many other
March Madness advocates Walter eagerly awaited
Selection Sunday and the chance to fill out his
bracket.

Unlike many bracket competitors, however, Wal-
ter uses a set algorithm to ensure success. Walter,
with ISYS classmate Jeff Potter, developed an algo-
rithm that creates a full, strategized and calculated,
bracket within seconds.

The program, which is accessible from their site
PickMyBracket.com, pulls statistical data from
ESPN.

Walter said the original idea for PickMyBracket.
com came from watching his dad’s tedious statisti-
cal analysis of brackets.

“For around the past 10 years he made an Excel

See BRACKETS on Page 4
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NCAA TOURNAMENT, SECOND ROUND

BYU VS. MARQUETTE, TODAY, 12:45 PM., TV: CBS
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Associated Press

Noah Hartsock shoots against lona in the second half of an NCAA First Four college tournament game on Tuesday.
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Mikel Minor, a former “SportsCenter”
producer, is back working at BYU.

Producer
returns to BYU

By CHARLES BEACHAM

Like many young men, Mikel Minor
grew up with aspirations of being arock
‘n’ roll star, but life had other plans for
him. His journey took him from BYU to
ESPN and then back again.

From his office at the new BYU
Broadcasting Building, Minor shared
his excitement to be back at BYUtv.

“I’'m grateful for the opportunity to
be back where I started my career, not
only to serve my audience but to serve
the greater good,” Minor said.

While most BYU sports fans don’t
know Minor by name, they surely
know his work. In 2006, Minor was
named producer for ESPN’s “ES-
PNews” and “SportsCenter,” but it
was here in Provo that Minor started
on his path — a path that wasn’t clear
cut from the beginning.

Minor said growing up he always
had an affinity for music and to this
day he enjoys playing drums. Origi-
nally, he planned to be a rock star.

“Music was my passion, and still is
to a certain extent,” Minor said.

During his first year at BYU, Minor
met a group of musicians and started
aband. He and his band spent the next
several years touring the country try-
ing to make it in the music business.
Eventually the rigors of the road be-
came too stressful.

“It was fun but it wasn’t the best
lifestyle to be in with that side of the

See MINOR on Page 4
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MINOR

Producer is
back with BY Utv

Continued from Page 1

entertainment business,”
Minor said.

After several years on a
tour bus, Minor switched
gears from musician to ma-
triculation and refocused on
his studies. Though he was
done with rock music, at least
professionally, Minor still had
a bug for the entertainment
industry that led him to study
communications.

“I still had that wiring in
my DNA for the adrenaline
rush of being on stage,” Mi-
nor said.

He got his start in television
working as the ad manager for
KBYU-TV, writing ads for net-
work programming. It was at
this point Minor was asked to
get involved with the old Blue
and White Network, BYU’s
first sports network. Minor
said he still has clear memo-
ries of his experiences work-
inginthe network’s broadcast
truck.

“I remember vividly walk-
ing into that truck and think-

sports producer for BYUty,
said Minor’s work has been
essential to helping grow the
BYUtv brand.

“Him being here makes us
better,” Jordan said. “We have
tremendous ideas, tremen-
dous perspective. BYUtv is
what it is and what it will be
because of him from the top.”

Matthew Shaw, a junior
majoring in psychology and a
long-time BYU sports fan, said
Minor’s innovative think-
ing has transformed college
football broadcasting for the
viewer as well.

“T’'ve always been a fan of
sports,” Shaw said. “I grew up
watching ESPN and it’s really
awesome to see my team and
the church get thiskind of rec-
ognition and to see this kind
of quality production.”

While it’s true Minor is a
broadcasting guru, he’s also
very much a family man.
Mikel said one of the biggest
factors behind his decision to
stay in Provo was that he’d
be closer to his children.
Minor and his wife have two
sons and two daughters. The
three older children live in
Utah County and are college
students. Minor lives with
his oldest daughter in Ameri-
can Fork. Though Minor has
moved to Utah permanently,
his wife is still in Connecti-
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Blue and White Network and
went on to work as the execu-
tive producer of Sports West
Broadcasting. Before coming
back to BYUtv, Minor worked
as a producer for ESPN’s
“SportsCenter.”

Minor left ESPN in 2011 and
came to Utah to care for his
ailing mother. It was during
this time that BYU enlisted
his help for the media day
celebrating football indepen-
dence. During this time, Mi-
nor worked as a temporary
employee to broker unprec-
edented deals between BYU
and ESPN through the 2011-12
football season. He was also
largely responsible for the pre
game and post game shows
featured last football season.

In December, Minor was
named the senior coordi-
nating producer for BYUtv
Sports. His unique perspec-
tive as a media professional,
Minor said, and hislove of the
gospel, have helped him have
so much success here.

“Iam LDS and active LDS,
so I can take the skill set and
combine it with the value
set,” Minor said, adding that
the improvements to produc-
tion quality are about more
than increasing the number
of viewers and fans of BYU
sports.

“The broader goal of BYUtv
is a missionary tool,” Minor
said. “The other aspect of this
is it helps debunk some of the
myths and stereotypes of the
church.”

Jarom Jordan, studio

nor’s oldest
son, said family has always
been a priority for his father.
Minor and his son are both
musicians and enjoy jamming
together.

“His family comes first,”
Allen said. ” The whole reason
he came out here was to care
for his mother.”

Allen, a senior studying
physics at UVTU, said he ad-
mires his father’s intelli-
gence and ability to reason.
He said his father is sage-like
and humorous in his father-
ly advice. When Allen was
young his father gave him a
pocket knife with some sim-
ple advice.

“If you cut your finger off
don’t go point it at me,” Minor
said.

Allen said he’s always
looked at his father as some-
one who is knowledgeable in
his field. He also said his fa-
ther is serious about helping
to further the cause of BYUtv.

“He really does want to
paint BYU in the best light,”
Allen said.

Though Minor has had
much success, he doesn’t let
that success define him. He
said he’s very much a regular
guy who enjoys serving. Mi-
nor is glad to be back at BYU
because he feels he can really
make a difference in people’s
lives here.

“At ESPN you don’t see
that,” he said. “But there’s
more satisfaction in looking
at the opportunities that lie
ahead and knowing you can
have an impact.”
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