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B y  S C O T T  H A N S E N

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — After an unbelievable 
record-setting comeback victory Tuesday night 
against Iona, the 14-seed BYU men’s basketball 
team has to shift its focus from celebration to con-
centration as the Cougars will take on No. 3 seed 
Marquette today at the KFC Yum Center.

The Cougars(26-8) will need to push the tempo 
and play intense defense if they are to move past 
the Big East opponent into the third round of the 
NCAA Tournament. The win against the Gaels 
gives the Cougars their third straight season with 
a tournament victory, and they look to continue 
that success.

“All of us are excited to be here,” junior forward 
Brandon Davies said. “We’re excited for a chance 
to play another game and do our best to get another 
win.”

On paper, BYU has the statistical edge in almost 
every category. The Cougars have a slight edge in 
shooting percentages, rebounding and blocks. The 
strength of both teams is in sharing the ball, with

See MARQUETTE on Page 4

B y  K A R I S S A  U R R Y

Sixty-eight teams participating in 65 basketball 
games in 20 days have even the biggest sports junk-
ies openly acknowledging the NCAA Tournament 
as “madness.”

Sports fans, such as Nick Walter, studying infor-
mation systems, love being able to watch so much 
basketball in so little time. And like so many other 
March Madness advocates Walter eagerly awaited 
Selection Sunday and the chance to fi ll out his 
bracket.

Unlike many bracket competitors, however, Wal-
ter uses a set algorithm to ensure success. Walter, 
with ISYS classmate Jeff Potter, developed an algo-
rithm that creates a full, strategized and calculated, 
bracket within seconds. 

The program, which is accessible from their site 
PickMyBracket.com, pulls statistical data from 
ESPN.

Walter said the original idea for PickMyBracket.
com came from watching his dad’s tedious statisti-
cal analysis of brackets.

“For around the past 10 years he made an Excel

See BRACKETS on Page 4

B y  J O H N  T E R N I E D E N

This Saturday BYU will once again 
honor its 10th president and run to 
raise money for cancer research in a 
17-year tradition.

Rex Edwin Lee should be a familiar 
name for students at the Y. in addi-
tion to being president of BYU, he was 
a law clerk for Bryon White, former 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice and a so-
licitor general in the Ronald Reagan 
administration. He also argued an 
impressive 59 cases before the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

During his presidency, Lee fought 
with lymphoma for nearly a decade be-
fore passing away in 1996, just more than 
two months after leaving the school.

In memory of Lee, the BYU Cancer 
Research Center puts together and 
hosts the Rex Lee Run and raises 
money that directly funds the school’s 
cancer research program.

This year, the Rex Lee Run Against 
Cancer will be held Saturday from 
8:30 – 11:30 a.m. Participants still 
have time to register for the 5K or 
10K runs.

The fee for the 5K is $15 until Satur-
day and $20 to register that day. The 
10K is $20 and $25 on Saturday. All of 
the money raised goes toward BYU’s 
on-campus research program.

Last year the run raised approxi-
mately $35,000, and Kali Smith, pro-
gram coordinator for the run, is op-
timistic this year’s event will be just 
as successful.

Early, Rex Lee Runs had only a 

couple hundred participants, but now 
that number has grown dramatically 
to about 2,000.

The Rex Lee Run is more than a 
race. While medals are awarded to 
those with the fastest times, the spirit 
of this race is one of unity more than 
competition. It’s a run everyone can 
participate in, regardless of skill 
level.

“We have young children that par-
ticipate, families that participate, 
senior citizens who participate, even 
moms with strollers,” Smith said. 
“It’s a great place for people who have 
never participated in something like 
this, to try something new and feel 
the camaraderie that exists in the 
community.”

See RUNNING on Page 4

B y  C H A R L E S  B E A C H A M

Like many young men, Mikel Minor 
grew up with aspirations of being a rock 
‘n’ roll star, but life had other plans for 
him. His journey took him from BYU to 
ESPN and then back again.

From his office at the new BYU 
Broadcasting Building, Minor shared 
his excitement to be back at BYUtv.

“I’m grateful for the opportunity to 
be back where I started my career, not 
only to serve my audience but to serve 
the greater good,” Minor said.

While most BYU sports fans don’t 
know Minor by name, they surely 
know his work. In 2006, Minor was 
named producer for ESPN’s “ES-
PNews” and “SportsCenter,” but it 
was here in Provo that Minor started 
on his path — a path that wasn’t clear 
cut from the beginning.

Minor said growing up he always 
had an affi nity for music and to this 
day he enjoys playing drums. Origi-
nally, he planned to be a rock star.

“Music was my passion, and still is 
to a certain extent,” Minor said.

During his fi rst year at BYU, Minor 
met a group of musicians and started 
a band. He and his band spent the next 
several years touring the country try-
ing to make it in the music business. 
Eventually the rigors of the road be-
came too stressful.

“It was fun but it wasn’t the best 
lifestyle to be in with that side of the

See MINOR on Page 4

Students run together against cancer, BYU president is honored

Courtesy photo
Runners, led by Cosmo, race for the cause against cancer in a previous Rex Lee Run.

Producer 
returns to BYU
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Mikel Minor, a former “SportsCenter” 
producer, is back working at BYU.
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Marquette up next for BYU 
after epic comeback victory

Understanding the madness: 
how to organize the brackets
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Noah Hartsock shoots against Iona in the second half of an NCAA First Four college tournament game on Tuesday.
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Tiffany Wixom, an art history 
major from Draper, knows first-
hand the experience that comes 

from running for someone who 
is dealing with cancer. Wixom’s 
mother is a cancer survivor, and 
she says these runs are a great 
way to show her support.

“I like running 5K cancer 
runs because I know the effects 
first hand,” Wixom said. “There 
is a real spirit of unity when you 
run for that cause.”

Wixom’s mother, Shannon 
Wixom, finds these events not 
only a source of strength but of 

motivation as well.
“Participating in the runs 

makes me feel like I’m not alone 
in the fight,” said Shannon Wix-
om. “Crossing the finish line 
empowers me that I can do and 
overcome anything.”

Smith, who lost her grandfa-
ther to cancer, feels that these 
events also demonstrate that no 
one is alone in this fight.

“Each of us has had someone 
in their lives affected by cancer 

and felt those effects,” Smith 
said. “They wonder what they 
can do or how they can help. 
This is a tangible, easy way to 
help in the cause and learn that 
you are not the only one dealing 
with the loss or sadness of can-
cer.”

For more information, stu-
dents can visit the Rex Lee Run 
Against Cancer Facebook page 
or its website, rexleerun.byu.
edu.

RUNNING
To fight cancer 
and honor BYU
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entertainment business,” 
Minor said.

After several years on a 
tour bus, Minor switched 
gears from musician to ma-
triculation and refocused on 
his studies. Though he was 
done with rock music, at least 
professionally, Minor still had 
a bug for the entertainment 
industry that led him to study 
communications.

“I still had that wiring in 
my DNA for the adrenaline 
rush of being on stage,” Mi-
nor said.

He got his start in television 
working as the ad manager for 
KBYU-TV, writing ads for net-
work programming. It was at 
this point Minor was asked to 
get involved with the old Blue 
and White Network, BYU’s 
first sports network. Minor 
said he still has clear memo-
ries of his experiences work-
ing in the network’s broadcast 
truck.

“I remember vividly walk-
ing into that truck and think-
ing, ‘This is 
where I be-
long,’” Minor 
said.

Minor’s re-
sume paints 
a picture of 
a man dedi-
cated to excel-
lence. He was 
e v e n t u a l l y 
named man-
aging pro-
ducer of the 
Blue and White Network and 
went on to work as the execu-
tive producer of Sports West 
Broadcasting. Before coming 
back to BYUtv, Minor worked 
as a producer for ESPN’s 
“SportsCenter.”

Minor left ESPN in 2011 and 
came to Utah to care for his 
ailing mother. It was during 
this time that BYU enlisted 
his help for the media day 
celebrating football indepen-
dence. During this time, Mi-
nor worked as a temporary 
employee to broker unprec-
edented deals between BYU 
and ESPN through the 2011-12 
football season. He was also 
largely responsible for the pre 
game and post game shows 
featured last football season.

In December, Minor was 
named the senior coordi-
nating producer for BYUtv 
Sports. His unique perspec-
tive as a media professional, 
Minor said, and his love of the 
gospel, have helped him have 
so much success here.

“I am LDS and active LDS, 
so I can take the skill set and 
combine it with the value 
set,” Minor said, adding that 
the improvements to produc-
tion quality are about more 
than increasing the number 
of viewers and fans of BYU 
sports.

“The broader goal of BYUtv 
is a missionary tool,” Minor 
said. “The other aspect of this 
is it helps debunk some of the 
myths and stereotypes of the 
church.”

Jarom Jordan, studio 

sports producer for BYUtv, 
said Minor’s work has been 
essential to helping grow the 
BYUtv brand.

“Him being here makes us 
better,” Jordan said. “We have 
tremendous ideas, tremen-
dous perspective. BYUtv is 
what it is and what it will be 
because of him from the top.”

Matthew Shaw, a junior 
majoring in psychology and a 
long-time BYU sports fan, said 
Minor’s innovative think-
ing has transformed college 
football broadcasting for the 
viewer as well.

“I’ve always been a fan of 
sports,” Shaw said. “I grew up 
watching ESPN and it’s really 
awesome to see my team and 
the church get this kind of rec-
ognition and to see this kind 
of quality production.”

While it’s true Minor is a 
broadcasting guru, he’s also 
very much a family man. 
Mikel said one of the biggest 
factors behind his decision to 
stay in Provo was that he’d 
be closer to his children. 
Minor and his wife have two 
sons and two daughters. The 
three older children live in 
Utah County and are college 
students. Minor lives with 
his oldest daughter in Ameri-
can Fork. Though Minor has 
moved to Utah permanently, 
his wife is still in Connecti-

cut wit h 
their young-
est daugh-
ter while 
she finishes 
high school. 
The two will 
join the rest 
of the fam-
i ly some 
time this 
summer.

Allen, Mi-
nor’s oldest 

son, said family has always 
been a priority for his father. 
Minor and his son are both 
musicians and enjoy jamming 
together.

“His family comes first,” 
Allen said. ” The whole reason 
he came out here was to care 
for his mother.”

Allen, a senior studying 
physics at UVU, said he ad-
mires his father’s intelli-
gence and ability to reason. 
He said his father is sage-like 
and humorous in his father-
ly advice. When Allen was 
young his father gave him a 
pocket knife with some sim-
ple advice.

“If you cut your finger off 
don’t go point it at me,” Minor 
said.

Allen said he’s always 
looked at his father as some-
one who is knowledgeable in 
his field. He also said his fa-
ther is serious about helping 
to further the cause of BYUtv.

“He really does want to 
paint BYU in the best light,” 
Allen said.

Though Minor has had 
much success, he doesn’t let 
that success define him. He 
said he’s very much a regular 
guy who enjoys serving. Mi-
nor is glad to be back at BYU 
because he feels he can really 
make a difference in people’s 
lives here.

“At ESPN you don’t see 
that,” he said. “But there’s 
more satisfaction in looking 
at the opportunities that lie 
ahead and knowing you can 
have an impact.”

MINOR
Producer is 
back with BYUtv

”I am LDS and active 
LDS, so I can take the 

skill set and combine it 
with the value set.”

Mikel Minor
BYUtv producer
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BYU ranking sixth in the na-
tion in assists per game, while 
Marquette ranks seventh.

The Golden Eagles (25-7) are 
led by senior Big East player 
of the year Jae Crowder, who 
averages 17.4 points and 8.1 re-
bounds a game, while senior 
guard Darius Johnson-Odom 
contributes 18.5 points per 
game. Mar-
quette is also 
k now n for 
having talent-
ed bench play, 
where they 
are likely to 
rotate multiple 
players in at 
almost every 
break in the 
game.

“They’re a 
very talented 
team,” Davies said. “They have 
a lot of firepower. It’s going to 
take our best effort to come out 
and play our best game to get a 
win. (Crowder’s) a great player. 
It’s going to take a lot to get him 
stopped, but he’s surrounded 
by a bunch of them as well.”

However, the Cougars’ 
strength is in pushing the 
tempo of the game and scor-
ing in transition, something 
that the Golden Eagles have 
struggled with in a few games, 
as their offense is more patient 
and utilizes defensive stops to 
spark their quick baskets. In a 
Big East tournament game last 
week, Marquette was handed 
a crippling loss at the hands 
of the Louisville Cardinals, 
who forced a season-high 26 
turnovers through swarming 
defense and up-tempo offense. 
The Cougars will need to play 
aggressively on both sides of 
the ball in order to have the 
same outcome.

“I think offensively we’re 

similar to Louisville,” junior 
guard Brock Zylstra said. 
“That’s something we like to 
do, and we’re hoping it causes 
some challenges for them. 
We’re just going to play our 
game and try to get it fast-
paced.”

BYU is led by its two post 
players, senior forward Noah 
Hartsock and Davies, who both 
scored in double figures in the 
play-in game against Iona. 
However, it is the defensive side 
of the ball that ultimately won 
the game against the Gaels, and 
it will need to be the key to this 
tournament matchup as well.

“Transition defense is a 
huge key for 
us,” BYU head 
coach Dave 
Rose said. “We 
have to do a 
better job of 
getting that 
ball stopped 
early. We can’t 
give them easy 
baskets. We’re 
going to have 
to make them 
take contested 

shots and rebound the ball. 
They’re very athletic, so trying 
to limit them to one shot will be 
a real challenge.”

Rose and Marquette head 
coach Buzz Williams know 
each other well from their 
time as assistant head coaches 
at BYU and Colorado State, re-
spectively, and the game proves 
to be an interesting contest be-
tween two friends.

“We just kind of struck up 
a friendship and have been 
involved in quite a few things 
off the floor for quite a few sea-
sons,” Rose said. “It’s nice to 
have friends in the business 
where you kind of relate dur-
ing the difficult times. I cheer 
for Buzz all year long because 
I enjoy watching his team play. 
It’s difficult when it’s time to 
play each other.”

The game will tip off at 12:45 
p.m. MST, and the winner will 
move on to play the winner of 
No. 6 Murray State and No. 11 
Colorado State on Saturday.

Continued from Page 1

file that filled out your March 
Madness bracket for you 
based off of team’s ranks and 
some randomness,” Walter 
said. “He called it ‘The Pick-
alator.’ I thought this would 
be a great chance to bring 
The Pickalator to the whole 
world.”

With a large group of stu-
dents working on PickMy-
Bracket.com, the options 
with this algorithm are even 
greater than The Pickalator. 
Bracketers pick two choices 
from eight different categori-
cal options. They then select 
a statistic they want empha-
sized such as rebounds or 
assists. Next, a random fac-
tor such mascot strength is 
selected. After these few op-
tions are selected, the site 
fills out the entire bracket.

When asked why options 
such as mascot strength are 
even provided, Isaac Lom-

eli, over all advertising and 
marketing of the website, ex-
plained they know that’s how 
some people really like to fill 
out their brackets and they’re 
not going to stop them.

“They are fun,” Lomeli said. 
“Nobody likes a drab website 
with nothing new. This al-
lows some fun wild cards to be 
thrown into the algorithm that 
generates the bracket. Also, I 
know of people that have made 
some pretty legit brackets sole-
ly based on things like which 
mascots they liked the best.”

Simply committed to the 
cause of increased bracket 

involvement, PickMyBracket.
com is eager to help everyone 
enjoy the madness.

“There are a lot of people 
invited to participate in a 
March Madness bracket 
competition, but in the end 
they don’t fill out a bracket. 
They’re too busy or they don’t 
feel like they know enough 
about basketball to partici-
pate,” Potter said. “We’re 
trying to help these people 
experience the fun of March 
Madness.”

PickMyBracket is on Face-
book, PickMyBracket.com 
and Twitter @pickmybracket

MARQUETTE
BYU on to 
next round

BRACKETS
Organizing 
March Madness

”It’s going to take our 
best effort to come out 
and play our best game 

to get a win.”
Brandon Davies

Junior forward

Photos by Associated Press
Above: Matt Carlino drives against Iona forward Randy Dezouvre. 
Below: Marquette forward Jae Crowder laughs during basketball 
practice in Louisville, Ky. BYU will play Marquette today.
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