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Taylor Swift’s Album ‘Red’ is an almost miss for old fans
B y  C H A R L E S  B E A C H A M

Taylor. Taylor. Taylor.
When I first heard “Our 

Song” on the radio, I knew I 
should have said no, but you 
pulled me in. When I gave 
“Fearless” a spin I told myself 
you belong with me. Then you 
released “Speak Now,” and to be 
perfectly honest, I found myself 
less than enchanted. Now after 
hearing your latest album, I 
must say I don’t hate it — but I 
almost do.

Please don’t get mad and 
write an angry song about me 
(or do, I don’t care, I’m not your 
boss), but as a fan I’ve got to tell 
you, you’ve let me down.

As a songwriter, Taylor Swift 
has so much potential; I saw it 
when she was 16 and I’m hope-
ful with every release that she’ll 
rise above her typical teenage 
trists. But here we are at 22 and 
nothing’s changed.

The first track “State of 

Grace” sets an analogous tone 
for the entire album, which 
promises to be lengthy and lack-
luster, if nothing else.

With the very first line Swift 
paints a familiar picture of her-
self walking on a street and 
thinking about a boy — you’ve 
already done that. She continues 
with a musically over-thought 
chorus. After an intimate verse 
about an awkward adolescent 
bedroom scene we jump into a 
drum heavy lyrical breakdown, 
just to change things up before 
another chorus (this time with 
some of those signature back-
up vocals we all love). The 
track continues on from there 
with soft bridge, a chorus and a 
coda that seem to drag on before 
resolving with a pitifully cliche 
lyric.

The lyrical idea behind the 
album’s title track is great; the 
execution of the idea — not so 
much. I doubt very much that 
Taylor Swift has ever driven a 
new Maserati and the crossword 
puzzle metaphor is just terrible. 

Musically, the weird marriage 
of banjo and overly affected 
backing vocals in the hook did 
more to hurt than to help.

The middle of the album was 
like a PB&J sans the peanut but-
ter — and the jelly. There’s noth-
ing inherently wrong with the 
songs “Treacherous,” “All Too 
Well” or “Sad Beautiful Tragic,” 
but there’s nothing really right 
about them either. “Stay Stay 
Stay” was almost awesome. 
The first verse was clever, cute 
and captivating. The chorus is 
catchy, but then with the sec-
ond verse she quits. I took a bite 
and wanted so much to love it, 
but I choked on the Wonder-less 
Bread.

“We’re Never Ever Getting 
Back Together” and “22� are 
atrocious. With “22”� Swift joins 
the ranks of Ke$ha in using the 
word “hipster” in her lyrics and 
with “Back Together” she sin-
gle-handedly gave every father 
of her fans a migraine.

The album boasts duets on 
“The Last Time” featuring 

Snow Patrol’s Gary Lightbody 
and later on “Everything Has 
Changed” with British artist 
Ed Sheeran. Though “The Last 
Time” was co-written by Swift 
and Lightbody, it’s hard to tell 
which one is the guest and the 
entire track is reminiscent 
of Snow Patrol’s hit “Chasing 
Cars.”

The highpoint of “Red” comes 
15 tracks and 62 minutes into 
the album with “Begin Again.” 
This is easily the best song on 
the release, not just because it 
was the last song, but because 
it’s the most honest. Though it’s 
about a relationship, the song 
has transparency that none of 
the other songs have. The lis-
tener can feel Swift’s apprecia-
tion for this new guy who treats 
her well; it’s a nice change of 
pace.

Overall, “Red” isn’t treach-
erous. It’s just kind of there. 
If you’re looking for an album 
with depth this probably isn’t 
for you. If you want more of the 
same, you’ll love it.
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Osama bin Laden raid 
movie to air on TV

A dramatization 
of the raid to kill 
bin Laden will 
air two days 

before elections

B y  J A C O B  R O B E R T S

A made-for-TV movie of the 
raid that killed Osama bin Laden 
will air two days before Election 
Day on the National Geographic 
Channel.

Airing “Seal Team 6,” the dra-
matized portrayal of the raid,  just 
before elections seems uncanny 
timing to some, but National Geo-
graphic Channel President How-
ard Owens told The Hollywood 
Reporter that it wasn’t motivated 
by politics.

“We’re not trying for this to be 
political film,” Owens said. “We 
have a fall schedule coming out 
and we want to be able to promote 
that schedule.”

BYU political science professor 
Jeremy Pope doesn’t think that’s 
true.

“As for the timing of the show, 
of course it was motivated by poli-
tics,” Pope said in an email inter-
view. “But it was 
probably even 
more motivated 
by money.”

Pope said 
National Geo-
graphic more 
than likely 
chose to air the 
movie right 
before elections 
as a way to bol-
ster viewership 
and to get free 
advertising through the atten-
tion it will gain.

Whether or not the movie 
really does have any hidden polit-
ical agendas will become more 
clear when the film actually airs, 

but sources still think it is doubt-
ful the movie will have any sway-
ing power with voters.

“I don’t think it will in any 
way because of the staunch par-
tisanship in both parties,” Colten 
Ashley, a film student from New 
Mexico said. “The movie won’t 
change the game that much; it 
might generate some thought-pro-
voking conversations amongst 
individuals, but I think events 
happening elsewhere might 
incite them more.”

As for how people will react 
to the film, Ashley said the bin 
Laden raid is something that 
many Westerners, especially 
Americans, are interested in. So 
there will be many who think it’s 
an appropriate event to broadcast, 
while there will be others who 
think it’s totally inappropriate.

There has been some outcry 
about the film already. TV by 
the Numbers, a TV ratings and 
news site, published an article on 
the movie earlier this month, and 
some readers expressed their con-
cerns in the comments section.

“Do all the people respon-
sible for this decision not care 
about the effects both on the 
presidential election and how 
people who see bin Laden as a 
hero might react?” reader E.A. 
Keenan posted.

Chris Smith, a recent gradu-
ate of the BYU Army ROTC, also 

thinks there 
could be some 
n e g a t i v e 
effects of air-
ing the movie.

“We do 
have to con-
sider the 
fact that the 
enemy will 
have access 
to whatever 
is broadcast,” 
Smith said. “I 

just hope that the makers of this 
film have consulted with mili-
tary leaders about the impacts 
that this film may have on the 
enemy’s preparation for similar 
raids which may occur.”

Strengthening ties with the 
poor in the Philippines

Volunteers gather 
to lend a hand in 
a humanitarian 

effort

B y  J A C O B  R O B E R T S

The nonprofit Philippine 
Improvement Group hosted a ser-
vice project this 
Saturday, tying 
blankets for 
destitute and 
orphaned chil-
dren from the 
Philippines.

The mis-
sion of the 
group, founded 
in 2009, is to 
“Lead the way 
to improve-
ment by teach-
ing, healing 
and increasing the stability of 
the Philippines.”

As a missionary, founder Ryan 
Ogden saw firsthand the needs 
of the poor in the Philippines. 
“When I was serving my mission 
there I saw the amount of poverty, 
and I was in so many situations 
with people that were poverty-
stricken that I was like ‘I’ve got 
to come back and help,’” he said.

Ogden said he and co-founder 
Keith Bradford had served 
together as companions in the 
Philippines during a mission for 
the LDS Church and decided they 
wanted to return to the islands 
to do service work. After the pos-
itive reactions and willingness 
of friends and family to help, the 
Philippine Improvement Group 
was created as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization.

Ogden has led the group in 
multiple service projects and 
trips to the Philippines over the 

past three years, conducting an 
array of service projects. This 
particular event was focused on 
tying blankets for children in 
orphanages and the Mabuhay 
Deseret Foundation’s hospice 
houses.

“They love them,” Ogden said. 
“They live in a dark, cold, cement 
hospital for sometimes up to a 
year, and so, to have a bright, 
colorful, cuddly blanket — they 
love that.” Ogden said the hos-
pitals and orphanages aren’t 
very homey for the children, so 

these blankets 
mean so much 
to them, and 
they finally 
have some-
thing that’s 
their own that 
they can keep 
forever

B r i t t a n y 
Moulton, a 
UVU student 
from Orem and 
a volunteer for 
the group since 

January, said the country is more 
third-world than people realize.

Ryan has this picture that gets 
me every time of this little kid 
(lying) on a piece of cardboard 
on the side of the road, and that’s 
where he lived,” Moulton said.

With stories like this, it’s not 
hard to see why something so 
simple as a blanket would be so 
excitin

The group has also conducted 
hygiene and education summits 
to teach Filipinos the importance 
of going to (and finishing) school.

Emily Anderson, a culinary 
arts student at UVU and volun-
teer for the group, said many 
children don’t have an oppor-
tunity to attend school for long 
because they are needed by the 
family to help earn an income. It’s 
a rewarding feeling, though,  to 
help them see the many opportu-
nities that come from getting an 
education.

“The best part is seeing the 
smiles on their faces or the 
excitement they get when you 
talk about school and tell them 
that they do have opportunities 
and just give them hope for the 
future,” Anderson said.

Hope for the future is exactly 
what members of the Philippine 
Improvement Group have. Ryan 
Ogden said he hopes the organiza-
tion will grow in local, and even 
international, reputation as well 
as gain more consistent fund-
ing to allow the group to under-
take more frequent and effective 
projects.

In the meantime, there are 

plenty of volunteering opportuni-
ties at the group’s monthly local 
service projects. Newcomers are 
sure to be rewarded with a feeling 
of humility and happiness.

“I think it’s great,” first-time 
volunteer McKenzie Davenport 
said. “It really doesn’t take much 
of your time, and you can really 
make a difference in someone’s 
life.”

For those wondering how they 
can help, information on future 
projects and donation oppor-
tunities are available on the 
organization’s website, philip-
pineimprovement.org, or on its 
Facebook page. 
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Volunteers of the Philippine Improvement Group show their blan-
ket. The group hosted a service project to benefit children.
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Taylor Swift’s new album “Red” was released Oct. 22. The 22-year-old 
has won several music awards, and her second album was the top-
selling album of 2009. 

“We’re not trying for 
this to be political film.”

Howard Owens
National Geographic 
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“The best part is 
seeing the smiles 
on their faces.”
Emily Anderson
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